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AXITINIB                                                               Fact Sheet 
 

COMPOUND 
DESCRIPTION 

Axitinib is an oral selective inhibitor of vascular endothelial growth factor receptors (VEGFR) 1, 
2 and 3.  
 
Axitinib is an investigational agent and has not yet been approved by regulatory agencies.  
 

ABOUT VEGF 
RECEPTORS 

VEGFR are thought to play a role in the growth and spread of many tumors, including renal cell 
carcinoma, breast, lung, thyroid and colorectal cancer. 1 
 
VEGFR 1, 2 and 3 are located on the surface of the endothelial cells.i 
 
Inhibition of the VEGFR 1, 2 and 3 is thought to induce tumor regression by impacting the 
tumor in various ways: 

• Inhibition of VEGFR 1 prevents the VEGF ligand from binding and inducing tumor 
vascularization 

• Signaling through VEGFR 2 promotes endothelial cell proliferation, a major driver of 
angiogenesis (the growth of new blood vessels) 

• VEGFR 3 pathway signaling is believed to mediate lymphangiogenesis (the growth of 
lymphatic vessels) and is associated with the spreading of tumor cells to regional 
lymph nodes in certain tumors which can prevent distant metastasis 

 
CLINICAL 
STUDIES 
 

Axitinib is being studied as both a single agent and in combination across many tumor types.  
Following is a list of some of the axitinib trials that are currently open and enrolling: 
 
Renal Cell Carcinoma (RCC) 
 
Phase 3 

• AGILE 1032 (also known as the AXIS trial) – Randomized, open-label efficacy and safety 
study of axitinib versus sorafenib in previously treated metastatic RCC2 

 
Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer 
 
Phase 2 

• AGILE 1039 - Randomized, open-label efficacy and safety study of axitinib with 
cisplatin/pemetrexed vs cisplatin/pemetrexed alone in patients with nonsquamous 
NSCLC3 

 
 

For more information, please visit www.pfizercancertrials.com or www.clinicaltrials.gov  or call toll-free 1-877-
369-9753 (in the United States and Canada) or +1-646-277-4066 (outside of the United States and Canada).   
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